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Grade 3 cover images shown — other grades include the same teacher and student components.

High-Quality Instructional Materials 
(HQIM) Evaluation Guide
Imagine IM offers the latest Illustrative Mathematics curriculum, IM v.360, optimized for engagement, accessibility, 
and usability. It blends problem-based instructional design, innovation, technology, enhanced print resources, and 
embedded support for ease of implementation and maximum student outcomes.

Use this guide to review the Imagine IM high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) for standards alignment, research 
and pedagogy, equity and access, teacher/student experience, assessment, and professional learning.

Resources at a Glance
Teacher Components

	● One Teacher Course Guide (print)
	● Teacher Unit Guides (units 1–8 or 9, 

depending on grade level; print)
	● Teacher Resource Packs (1 per unit)
	● Digital platform license

	° Includes access to all print components; teacher 
notes; editable lesson slides; Live Learn with 
Student Response Grid; ClassMate AI-powered 
tools; family materials; extension problems; digital 
interactives; assessments; practice sets; reports; 
and more!

	● Classroom Manipulative Kits

Student Components
	● Student Workbooks (Units 1–8 or 9, depending 

on grade level; print)
	● Digital platform license

	° Includes access to Student Workbook 
content; interactive lessons; videos; digital 
interactives; assessments; practice sets; 
and for Grades 3+ an AI-Tutor and CueThink, 
rich problem-solving experiences that make 
student thinking visible.

Explore the student and 
teacher resources on the 
digital platform, using the 
enclosed Digital Quick 
Start Guide.

See the Manipulative Kit sampler and 
components list.
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Standards Alignment
Imagine IM aligns with state and college and career readiness standards, supporting the instructional shifts 
of focus, coherence, and rigor, in addition to mathematical practices/processes.

Review these sections in the Teacher 
Course Guide:

	● Scope and Sequence
	● Standards for Mathematical Practice
	● Standards Reference
	● Standards by Lesson
	● Lessons by Standard

Review these sections in the Teacher Guides 
(all units):

	● Unit overviews and Unit at-a-Glance
	● Section overviews and section checkpoints
	● Center overviews
	● Learning goals in each lesson
	● Standards alignments in each lesson

Check out these resources in the online platform.

Learn more in the enclosed Instructional Design and Program 
Overview brochures.

Instructional Design 
Easy-to-use slides, Live Learn with Student Response Grid, and teaching notes help teachers shift math classes 
from workbook time to discussion, collaboration, and problem-solving time. Interactive problem-solving 
experiences, like CueThink, make student thinking visible through explanation, 
reflection, and mathematical discourse.

1K–5 INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN

K–5 Instructional Design
Imagine IM® is  IM® v.360 optimized for engagement, accessibility, and usability.
The instructional design of Imagine IM supports all learners through a dynamic and engaging instructional 
experience. Students develop deep conceptual understanding through a coherent progression of the 
mathematics based on standards and research-based learning trajectories.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
The invitation to the mathematics follows a multidimensional approach to learning to ensure every 
student develops positive habits of mind to engage in and contribute to mathematical conversations. 
This offers all students access to content as it builds on prior knowledge and encourages the use of 
their own language to make sense of ideas before formal language is introduced.

A focused, rigorous, and coherent progression across each unit, lesson, and activity

Invitation to
the mathematics

Deep study of concepts 
and procedures

Consolidating
and applying

Unit level Introductory lesson Instructional lessons Culminating lesson

Lesson level Warm-up Activities Synthesis and cool-down

Activity level Launch Work time Synthesis

Each unit starts with an invitation to the mathematics. The first 
few lessons provide an accessible entry point for all students 
and offer teachers the opportunity to observe students’ prior 
understandings.
Inspire Math videos are designed to provide real-world context, spark curiosity, 
and increase engagement as students are introduced to each unit.

Each lesson starts with a learning goal and a warm-up, followed 
by problem-based instructional activities facilitated by the 
teacher (including individual and small-group worktime), and 
concludes with a synthesis and cool-down to solidify and apply 
student learning.
Digital centers reduce teacher prep and provide flexibility for student interaction.

Research and Pedagogy
Illustrative Mathematics was developed by Dr. Bill McCallum and a team of math leaders 
focused on improving student outcomes in mathematics. It is built on best practices 
and research principles from NCTM, the National Research Council, Smith & Stein, 
and others. Imagine IM is the latest IM v.360 curriculum optimized for engagement, 
accessibility, and usability. The Imagine IM instructional experience aligns with ESSA’s 
Theory of Change for effective evidence-based programs. 

Review these sections in the Teacher Course Guide: 

Learn more in the enclosed Imagine IM Grades K–5 Program Overview.

This Is Math that Matters! 
More Creativity. More Connection. 
Made for You. 

K–5 Program Overview

Grades K–5Core Curriculum

	● Imagine IM Program Overview
	● Problem-Based Teaching and Learning

	● Key Structures in This Course
	● References

Review these sections in the Teacher 
Course Guide: 

	● Key Structures in This Course
	● How to Use the Imagine IM Resources
	● What’s in an Imagine IM Lesson

Review these sections in the Teacher 
Unit Guides (all units):

	● Unit overviews
	● Section overviews
	● Center overviews
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Student and Teacher Experience
Imagine Learning's in-house curriculum, product, and platform teams have enhanced 
and tuned the resources to support teachers in planning, facilitating, monitoring, and 
responding to student thinking across all classroom environments. Real-time instructional 
tools provide visibility into student responses, helping teachers identify misconceptions, 
monitor engagement, and respond in the moment. Students thrive in a vibrant math 
community, building confidence and being empowered with skills to apply through 
college, careers, and beyond.

Review the Student Workbooks and Teacher Resource Pack Sampler.

Learn more in the enclosed Program Overview.

Explore the student and teacher resources on the digital platform, 
using the enclosed Digital Quick Start Guide.

Review these sections in the Teacher 
Course Guide:

	● Imagine IM Program Overview
	● How to Use the Imagine IM Resources
	● What’s in an Imagine IM Lesson

Review these sections in the Teacher 
Guides (all units):

	● Unit overviews
	● Section overviews
	● Center overviews

See the cool-down and unit assessment samples in the Teacher Resource Pack Sampler.

See the enclosed Imagine IM K–5 Program Overview and Assessment brochures.

Review the assessment opportunities and instructional support in the digital platform for each 
grade level, unit, and section.

Assessment: Data and Reporting
Imagine Learning integrates embedded assessments, Knowledge Checks, and practice experiences that provide 
actionable insight into student understanding and misconceptions. Teachers receive auto-scored formative feedback, 
while students receive targeted support and opportunities to strengthen understanding. AI-supported tools help 
teachers identify trends, group students by need, and provide responsive instructional support. At the same time, 
students get more practice with tech-enabled questions.

Review this section in the Teacher Course Guide:
	● Assessment Guidance

Review these sections in the Teacher Guides (all units):
	● Unit overviews
	● Unit-at-a-Glance
	● Section checkpoints
	● Teacher reflection questions in each lesson
	● Cool-downs in each lesson
	● End-of-Unit Assessment

Grade

Teacher Guide Unit 1

3

Welcome 
Educators!
This is your Imagine IM Grade 3 Teacher Guide for Unit 1

Imagine IM is the certified Illustrative Mathematics® curriculum optimized 
for engagement, accessibility, and usability.

Each Teacher Guide contains:

• Unit overviews that highlight learning goals, along with a detailed 
narrative of the story of the unit, including the models and 
representations used to support conceptual development and 
understanding. Imagine IM also includes unit videos for teachers, 
which feature unit overview highlights.

• Section overviews that provide information on alignments, learning 
goals, materials needed, and center guidance, as well as professional 
learning community (PLC) activity connections.

To further support implementation, these resources offer additional 
guidance and tools for Imagine IM.

The Imagine IM digital experience offers powerful tools to enhance 
instruction. Embedded resources support teachers with clear and 
actionable data. Engaging interactive media for students promotes 
thinking and reasoning. 

Mockups - Units

Grade Thumbnail Mock ups

G�deGrade Grade3 4

Illustrative Mathematics K-5
Imagine Learning Illustrative Mathematics offers the highest quality math curricula 
powered by a best in class digital experience. The IM Certified™ designation provides 
assurance the materials adhere to IM's philosophy and have been developed, 
reviewed, and approved by Illustrative Mathematics®.

Grade 2

Grade 5

Grade

Grade

Grade 1

Grade 43

Imagine IM Digital

Unit Overview

Unit X Launch videos

Learning
Narrative

Learning
Support

Learning
Progressions

Inspire Math 

[Inspire Math Video title] video

Family Support 

Unit X Family Support video

Unit Learning Goal

Unit 3 Launch videos

Learning
Narrative

Learning
Support

Learning
Progressions

Measuring LengthUnit 3

Go Online
Go online to find videos for this unit.

ilclass.com/r/10439560
Please log in to the site before using the 
QR code or URL.

Family Support 

Unit 3 Family Support video

Inspire Math 

What is a Meter? video

Students measure and estimate lengths in standard 
units and solve measurement story problems 
within 100.

This unit introduces students to standard units of lengths in the metric 
and customary systems.

In grade 1, students expressed the lengths of objects in terms of multiple 
copies of a shorter object laid end to end without gaps or overlaps. The 
length of the shorter object serves as the unit of measurement.

In this unit, students learn about standard units of length: centimeters, 
meters, inches, and feet. They examine how different measuring tools 
represent length units, learn how to use measurement tools, and measure 
and estimate the lengths of objects. Along the way, students notice 
that the length of the same object can be described with different 
measurements and relate this to differences in the size of the unit used  
to measure.

Throughout the unit, students solve one- and two-step story problems 
involving addition and subtraction of lengths. To make sense of and solve 
these problems, they use previously learned strategies for adding and 
subtracting within 100, including strategies based on place value.

To close the unit, students learn that line plots can be used to represent 
numerical data. They create and interpret line plots that show 
measurement data and use them to answer questions about the data. 

Students relate the structure of a line plot to the tools they use to measure 
lengths. This prepares students for the work in the next unit, where they 
interpret numbers on the number line as lengths from 0. The number 
line is an essential representation that will be used in future grades and 
throughout students’ mathematical experiences.

Unit Narrative

Unit Overview

Section

Suggested Centers

• Target Numbers (1–5), Stage 5: 
Subtract Two-Digit Numbers 
(Addressing)

• Five in a Row: Addition and 
Subtraction (1–3), Stage 6:  
Add within 100, with Composing 
(Supporting)

Alignments

Building On
1.MD.A.2

Addressing
2.MD.A, 2.MD.A.1, 2.MD.A.3, 
2.MD.A.4, 2.MD.B.5, 2.MD.B.6, 
2.NBT.A.2, 2.NBT.B.5, 2.OA.A.1, 
2.OA.B.2

Building Towards
2.MD.A.1, 2.MD.A.2

Mathematical Practice
MP1, MP2, MP3, MP5, MP6, MP7, 
MP8

Section Learning Goals

• Measure length in centimeters and meters.

• Represent and solve one-step story problems 
within 100.

Section Narrative

This section introduces two metric units: centimeter and meter. Students 
use base-ten blocks, which have lengths of 1 centimeter and 10 centimeters, 
to measure objects in the classroom and to create their own centimeter 
ruler. Students iterate the 1-centimeter unit just as they had done with 
non-standard units in grade 1.

Students relate the side length of a centimeter cube to the distance between 
tick marks on their ruler. Students see that each tick mark represents the 
distance in centimeters from the 0 mark, and that the length units 
accumulate as they move along the ruler and away from 0.

Students then compare the ruler they created to a standard centimeter ruler. 
They learn the importance of placing the end of an object at 0 and discuss 
how the numbers on the ruler represent lengths from 0.

Students also learn about a longer unit in the metric system, meter, and 
use it to estimate lengths. They have opportunities to choose measurement 
tools and to do so strategically, by considering the lengths of objects being 
measured. Students also measure the length of longer objects in both 
centimeters and meters, which prompts them to relate the size of the unit to 
the measurement.

To close the section, students apply their knowledge of measurement to 

1 centimeter

1 cm

A
Metric Measurement

Go Online
Go online to find all the digital 
content for this section: lessons, 
centers, practice problems, and 
assessments. Please log in to the site 
before using the QR code or URL.

ilclass.com/r/10439668

Section Overview

iii GRADE 3  •   UNIT 1

Grade 3

Teacher Resource Pack (TRP)
Sampler
This Imagine IM Teacher Resource Pack Sampler includes selections 
of the following materials:

• Lesson Blackline Masters
• Assessments
• Center Materials
These materials are available as print reproducibles in the complete 
Teacher Resource Pack and online from the digital platform.

 
Family Support Materials 2

Lesson Blackline Masters 5

Unit Monitoring Sheets 28

Unit Assessments 31

Center Materials 46 
 
 
 
*The sampler features materials from Grade 3 Unit 2.   
The resources are representative of what you will see in all of the units.
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Equity and Access
Each lesson is carefully designed to maximize engagement and accessibility for all students. Explicit scaffolds are 
provided at point of use in each lesson to enrich units and challenge students as needed.

Review these sections in the Teacher 
Course Guide:

	● Advancing Mathematical Language and Access 
for Multilingual Learners

	● Universal Design for Learning and Access for 
Students with Diverse Abilities

Review these sections in the Teacher Guides 
(all units):

	● Support and guidance for students with diverse 
abilities and multilingual learners in each lesson

	● Building on Student Thinking in each lesson
	● Responding to Student Thinking in each lesson

IL00000123 2605

Home Connections
A strong connection between students’ 
homes and their schools is supported 
through the program with visible learning 
goals, vocabulary and terms, access to 
videos, and additional family 
and caregiver resources. 

Explore the Family and Caregiver Resource Hub in the online platform.

Professional Learning
Imagine IM professional learning supports teachers, 
coaches, and administrators in effectively 
implementing the curriculum with integrity. Ongoing 
and self-directed professional development, 
curriculum-aligned instructional guidance, and 
AI-supported planning tools are also available within 
the digital platform for teachers. Included are 
Learning Narrative videos that give teachers insight into the unit objectives, models, and possible student errors and 
misconceptions, plus Learning Support videos that give an in-depth look into the models and representations used to 
help support student understanding, and Lesson Example videos that show teaching practices and implementation 
from real IM classrooms.

Review this section in the Teacher Course Guide:
	● Professional Learning Communities

Explore the complete Imagine IM digital 
experience through the online platform.

Learn more in the Multilingual Learners brochure.

Review these sections in the Teacher Guides 
and Student Workbooks (all units):

	●  Family Support videos

Review these sections in the Student Workbooks 
(all units):

	● Student-friendly learning goals in each lesson
	● Lesson summary and glossary in each lesson
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