
Grades 6–12Core Curriculum

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
A comprehensive grades 6–12 curriculum 
built for Tennessee social studies classrooms
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GET TO KNOW TRAVERSE
Traverse is a comprehensive social studies curriculum for grades 6–12 
built for Tennessee classrooms that combines:
•	Robust social studies content

•	An inquiry-driven instructional framework

•	A focus on primary and secondary source analysis

•	Three types of skill development (reading, inquiry, and research)

•	Interactive multimedia that brings social studies to life

This multi-pronged approach is designed to provide all the social studies content you expect 
within a framework that inspires students to question, be curious, stay curious, and become 
lifelong critical thinkers and informed citizens.

Exploring the World.
Informing the Future.
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Cultivate critical thinkers and informed citizens
Built for the Tennessee social studies standards, TCAP assessment, and C3 Framework, Traverse 
develops the social studies skills and knowledge students need to become lifelong critical thinkers 
and informed citizens.

Bring social studies to life
Traverse uses technology and multimedia not just to engage but to enhance instruction and bring 
history, economics, geography, government, and civics to life — creating digital learners out of 
digital natives.

Teach with confidence
Flexible implementation models, resources in English and Spanish, data-driven assessment reports, 
support in both print and digital, and student-facing differentiation unlike anything you’ve seen before 
ensure teachers feel confident every class period, every day, every school year.
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TRAVERSE IS DIFFERENT, 
LET US INTRODUCE YOU
Traverse’s intentional design leverages the flexibility and customization that only digital can offer — 
empowering teachers to create interactive and personalized learning experiences while also providing 
the print resources needed to support you and every learner in your classroom.

Digital Student Experience
The student edition content lives inside a 
dynamic digital platform — not in a traditional 
student edition:

•	Broken into digestible, bite-size chunks

•	Student-facing scaffolds to 
personalize learning

•	Interactive media embedded at point of use

•	Available in English and Spanish

Offline Access
Our mobile version allows students to work 
offline, whenever and wherever.

Digital Teacher Experience
The teacher edition instruction also lives 
online, right alongside the student edition — 
not in a traditional print wraparound.

•	Teacher wrap instruction at point of use

•	Standards labeling

•	Multimedia for whole class viewing

•	Ever-growing Digital Library
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STUDENT

Print Student Source 
and Skill Companion
•	Student edition content summaries

•	Primary and secondary sources with 
analysis practice

•	Everything needed to complete inquiry tasks

•	Instruction and practice for critical thinking 
skill development

TEACHER

Print Teacher 
Resource Companion
•	Pacing options and inquiry facilitation guides

•	Scaffolding and differentiation

•	Cues for when and how Traverse multimedia 
enhances instruction

•	Answer keys (which are helpful even when 
students complete work online)
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GUIDED BY EXPERTS
Social studies isn’t just about learning historical facts; it’s about examining the complex relationships 
between people, societies, and cultures and understanding how they shape the world. This requires 
students to think critically, which is where inquiry-driven instruction comes into play.

Imagine Learning is proud to work with leading experts in inquiry and social studies instructional 
practices, so you can be confident that every lesson will drive deeper thinking, collaboration, and civil 
discourse in the classroom.

Dr. Kathy Swan, a professor at the University of 
Kentucky, served as the project director and lead 
writer of the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) 
Framework for Social Studies State Standards 
(2013). Traverse’s pedagogical framework is built 
upon Dr. Swan’s Inquiry Design Model, with 
integrated questions, sources, and tasks.

Dr. Sam Wineburg is a renowned expert on 
historical education and pedagogy and the 
founder of Digital Inquiry Group (DIG; formerly 
SHEG, Stanford History Education Group). 
His research and work with DIG have played 
a key role in developing the inquiry-based 
approach used in the Traverse U.S. History 
and World History courses.
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BUILT FOR C3 AND TENNESSEE STANDARDS
The C3 Framework is the foundation of Traverse’s inquiry-driven instructional approach. By 
using Dr. Swan’s Inquiry Design Model, Traverse empowers educators to teach robust history, 
economics, geography, and government content while also cultivating lifelong critical thinkers 
and informed citizens.

In Traverse, students will:
•	Investigate primary and secondary sources 
to build a compelling argument

•	Analyze through multiple perspectives to 
develop an informed conclusion

•	Conduct civil discourse inside and outside 
the classroom

In Traverse, teachers will find:
•	All courses aligned to the most recent 
state standards

•	Standards-based pacing guides in both print 
and digital

•	C3 Framework and state standard labeling at 
point of use in the digital platform
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THE STUDENT EDITION MEETS 
EMBEDDED MEDIA AND TOOLS
Remember, Traverse is different by design — your student edition content isn’t in a print textbook. 
Your student edition lives inside a dynamic, digital platform that allows for content to be broken into 
manageable chunks and for interactive multimedia and tools to be embedded at point of use.

Chapter Narrative

This is the student edition 
content. It is organized 
into manageable chunks 
that support learning 
while providing complete 
standards coverage.

Interactive Media

Multimedia and interactive 
tools are embedded at point 
of use within the chapter 
narrative making social studies 
come to life.

Point-of-Use Assessment

Formative and summative 
assessments invite students to 
reflect on the content, share 
their perspectives, and display 
mastery of standards.
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Multimedia and Interactive Tools
Videos mirror familiar social media–like platforms, and embedded instructional interactive tools — 
including the ability to annotate videos and images — make concepts, events, figures, artifacts, 
locations, and time frames relatable and engaging. Media is available in Spanish.

The View videos 
introduce each unit.

Presenters explore 
the impactful 
moments that 
make history.

Quick Talks provide 
fast and fun insights 
into the content.

Time Tunnels are 
focused on events 
and key moments 
in history.

EXPLAINER VIDEO

These videos 
explain concepts, 
events, figures, 
and locations.

The Beat features 
a study group 
modeling inquiry 
and analysis skills.

3D object 
animations highlight 
details and examine 
artifacts from 
all angles.

FLIPBOOK

Information about 
a person, place, or 
idea is presented 
in a storylike 
experience.

Learn more at
imaginelearning.com/

traverse.

https://www.imaginelearning.com/products/traverse/?utm_campaign=traverse-always-on&utm_source=samplebox&utm_medium=referral
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PRINT AND DIGITAL 
WORKING TOGETHER
While Traverse can be taught in a fully digital format, print student and teacher companions work with 
and enhance the student edition content that lives online. Explore how print and digital work together 
in four key areas:

•	Full content coverage
•	Primary and secondary source analysis

•	Inquiry-driven learning
•	Spiraled, intentional skill development
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Content Coverage
Traverse provides the robust history, economics, geography, government, and civics content you 
expect from a comprehensive curriculum.

Student Digital
This is your student edition! Full student 
edition content is chunked into bite-size pieces, 
provides complete standards coverage, and 
embeds interactive multimedia at point of use.

Student Print
The Print Student Companion ensures that 
students always have the content they need to 
complete source analysis, inquiry projects, and 
skill development work — even offline.
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Primary and Secondary Source Analysis
Traverse provides an unparalleled selection of primary and secondary sources to enhance and 
deepen student edition content and provide continuous opportunities for source analysis.

STUDENT

Sourcing Information 
and Background
Set context for students 
with relevant source details.

Media Suggestions
Use cues to prompt students 
to go online and bring social 
studies to life.

Social Studies 
Skill Practice
Practice source-analysis 
skills with questions for 
every source.

All sources in print are 
also in digital.
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TEACHER

Background Information 
for Teachers
Develop expertise with 
in-depth sourcing information.

Source Analysis Support
Enrich student comprehension 
and analysis with additional 
discussion of a source’s 
genre, style, organization, 
and more.

Answer Keys
Answer keys provide 
clarification and information 
for you, even when students 
complete questions online.

Our ever-expanding Traverse 
Digital Library features over 1,500 
primary and secondary sources. Learn more at

imaginelearning.com/
traverse-tennessee.

https://www.imaginelearning.com/products/traverse/?utm_campaign=traverse-always-on&utm_source=samplebox&utm_medium=referral
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Inquiry-Driven Learning
Social studies examines the relationships between people, societies, and cultures to understand their 
impact on the world. In Traverse, students will actively participate in that examination and exploration 
through inquiry-driven instruction.

STUDENT

Compelling Question
Introduce each inquiry with 
the Compelling Question, 
Supporting Questions, and 
background information.

Source Set
Use the source pages 
to complete the inquiry.

Students can complete the 
Chapter Inquiry online using a 
traveling graphic organizer to 
complete their source analysis.
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TEACHER

Support for 
Facilitating Inquiries
Determine your path through 
the inquiry with options for 
grouping and pacing.

Scaffolding 
and Differentiation
Provide targeted inquiry 
support for beyond-
grade-level students, 
English language learners, 
and approaching-grade-
level students.

Navigate quickly between 
sources on the platform 
using the tabbed view. Learn more at

imaginelearning.com/
traverse.

https://www.imaginelearning.com/products/traverse/?utm_campaign=traverse-always-on&utm_source=samplebox&utm_medium=referral
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Spiraled, Intentional Skill Development
Skill lessons are paired with student edition content, and skills are revisited — spiraled — in later 
chapters, reinforcing learning and promoting retention.

STUDENT

Skill Modeling Videos
Go online to watch episodes 
of The Beat, which follows a 
study group over one school 
year. Students will see social 
studies skills being modeled 
using the same sources and 
inquiry prompts that they 
are completing.

Checklist
Every skill lesson is 
accompanied by a checklist 
that students can use to apply 
the skill to a variety of sources.

Skill lessons are also available online. Students can 
use digital tools to split their screen and view two 
items side by side for easy application of a checklist.
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Two types of skill instruction and practice are developed:
•	Reading to learn how to analyze disciplinary content and sources
•	Inquiry and Research to learn how to evaluate sources, construct arguments and 
compelling questions, analyze historical perspectives and evolving interpretations, 
communicate conclusions, and more

TEACHER

Academic Vocabulary
Introduce academic terms 
together with inquiry skills 
to provide context and 
a better understanding.

Teacher Notes
Teacher notes provide 
additional support as 
students analyze sources, 
complete inquiry projects, 
and practice skills.

Skill lesson instruction is also available at 
point of use in the Digital Teacher Edition.
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CONFIDENT TEACHERS, EVERY DAY
Flexible implementation models, a customizable digital platform, and a comprehensive assessment 
suite ensure that teachers feel confident every class period, every day, every school year.

Teacher 
Resource Companion
Essential instructional 
information is available 
in print:
•	Unit and Chapter Pacing 
Guides based on how long 
you have in the classroom 
and your area of focus

•	Support for source analysis 
and inquiry facilitation

•	Social studies 
skill development

•	Differentiation support
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Digital Teacher Edition
Everything you need to teach 
with Traverse:
•	State standards labeled at 
point of use

•	Teacher wrap instruction 
at point of use, such 
as collaborative 
learning activities

•	Planning and 
pacing guidance

•	Multimedia at point of use 
for easy whole-class viewing

•	Differentiation support, 
including student-facing 
slide-in scaffolds

•	Assessment and data to 
remediate in real time
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Personalize for Every Learner
Both the print and digital teacher experiences include point of use differentiation suggestions and 
instruction. Each lesson offers slide-in digital scaffolds, providing targeted student-facing support 
you won’t find anywhere else.

All scaffolds automatically 
appear for students based 
on their teacher’s designation.

Six Levels of Support
•	Two levels for 
approaching learners

•	One level for beyond- 
grade-learners

•	Three levels for English 
language learners, 
plus integrated and 
designated supports
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Customize Your Content and Assignments
Traverse is built upon the C3 Framework and aligned with the most recent state standards; we also 
recognize that every group of students and educators has a unique set of needs. With Traverse, you 
are empowered to exercise additional choice over what content is — and is not — included in your 
curriculum. You also have the ability to create and customize assignments and can upload your own 
teaching materials.



22 Confident Teachers, Every Day

Growing Resource Library
Keep your classroom up-to-date with the most extensive, diverse selection of resources available in 
the ever-growing digital library. Primary sources and Echoes created specifically for Tennessee drive 
engagement and personal connection for students.

With over 1,500 sources (and growing), you’ll never run out 
of materials to use. The Resource Library contains all of the 
curriculum’s sources and more, so you can assign to students 
individually. Each source contains in-depth sourcing information 
for students and teachers, plus activities to test students’ 
comprehension.
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Thought-provoking read/write activities (Echoes) invite students 
to read about the past and draw connections to present-day 
events, exploring how concepts in history, economics, geography, 
and government reverberate over time. Echoes are presented 
in a familiar, social media-like format and foster lively discussion 
among peers.
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Data-Driven Assessment
Traverse provides a variety of assessment options to prepare students through the TCAP, backed by 
a data-driven platform that measures students’ progress through standards.

1
Chapter Narrative 

Formative Assessments

2
Chapter Recap

3
Chapter 

Assessments

4
Chapter Inquiry 

Tasks

5
Unit Assessments

6
Course Projects
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01 Chapter Narrative 
Formative Assessments 
track understanding of key 
information, sources, and skills.

02 Chapter Recap 
turns content review 
into opportunities for 
collaborative learning.

03 Chapter Assessments 
use standards-aligned review 
questions to gauge mastery 
of the section objectives and 
chapter question.

04 Chapter Inquiry Tasks 
evaluate critical thinking skills 
and understanding.

05 Unit Assessments 
gauge mastery of the unit’s key 
knowledge and skills with question 
types that match high-stakes tests.

06 Course Projects 
provide creative ways for 
students to apply learned social 
studies skills.

Collaborative and tech-enhanced activities 
encourage interaction and assess students’ 
knowledge of content. Teachers can collect 
data and remediate in real time during class, 
enabling students to receive support when 
they need it.
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Implementation Support | Professional Learning
We understand the curriculum is only one component of student success in the classroom. Imagine 
Learning is committed to being your partner through the life of your adoption, supporting educators 
with both the technical and pedagogical training needed to successfully implement Traverse print 
and digital tools.

With your Traverse adoption, you’ll have access to:

•	A regional customer success manager to support your technical questions, implementation, 
integrations, and rostering and be the point of contact for the life of the adoption

•	A range of professional development and training options that can be adapted and 
customized to support the needs of your school or district

•	An embedded, searchable Help Center with video tutorials, platform training, on-demand 
workshops, resources from expert teachers who have already made the shift to inquiry-based 
learning, and more

•	Live webinars on topics on a range of topics, from initial support to in-depth workshops
•	On-site Learning Walks that feature an expert teacher facilitating professional development 
directly to support your district’s priorities
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Our Content, Your Platform
Traverse offers seamless integration with a variety of LMS platforms.

Imagine Learning provides ongoing consultation with districts on specific integration needs in order 
to plan and deliver the optimal product experience.

One-Click Assignments
Assign Traverse lessons directly through 
your LMS with just a click.

Automatic Grade Passback
Student progress and performance syncs back 
in real-time, keeping everything in one place.



EXPLORING THE WORLD. 
INFORMING THE FUTURE.

See Traverse in action.

info.imaginelearning.com/traverse-tennessee

Contact your account executive.
Jessica Hendren: jessica.hendren@imaginelearning.com
Audrey Dallaire: audrey.dallaire@imaginelearning.com
Jillian Turosky: jillian.turosky@imaginelearning.com

Log into your Teacher Trial Account.
URL: api.imaginelearning.com/signin
Username: TNSSEducator@imaginelearning.com
Password: ExploreTraverse2027!

®

imaginelearning.com/traverse

877-725-4257 • solutions@imaginelearning.com IL00000243 2607

http://info.imaginelearning.com/traverse-tennessee
http://info.imaginelearning.com/traverse-tennessee
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http://imaginelearning.com/traverse 
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